Insect reactions related to sports.
Only the rare practicing physician does not see at least a few patients during the warm summer months who have come off second best in an encounter with a member of Hymenoptera or one or the other of the various species of the phylum Arthropoda. Next to children and certain occupational groups such as farmers, it is probable that the outdoor sports enthusiast is the most frequent victim of insect stings and bites. Often the victim is not sure just what attacked him, and the physician may have to make an educated guess based on the appearance and grouping of the wounds and on the nature of the patient's symptoms. Usually, secondary infection is the most frequent possibility after these attacks. However, the hypersensitive patient who suffers immediate or delayed allergic reaction poses the greater, if rarer problem.